Ameadiiierit dated May 9, 2007 

Reply to Offu-e Action of Jataiajy 1 6, 2007 

Claims 1 , 3-5 j 7 and 10 are pending. 

Claims 2, 6 and 8-9 ai« canceled wuhoivt prejudice. 

Claim I has bCv,n anjcnded to recite cooiponenl (c) and rhc iciho ul Sr.ppon lo: 

a-ne-diiscrt cai foLriv^ n rhc s.^rg';ial claim 2 and the descr^tior or ''>a:'e 19 I he ra.-c of 
id) (c) IS recjttd i:i the original clamis 2 and S and the descnptson, page 5. Claim 1 has also been 
air ended to lecite component (d). Suppon for this amendment can be fonnd in ihe ongmal claim 
2 and the descriptior on pages 22 and 23. Claim 1 has also been amended to recite the ratio of 
|(a} + (b)l ' [(c) ^ (d)j, which finds support in the description on page 32. 

C-am-s 4 «.rd ha\ e been a:r\cfWl a ru" ! j o\rend ^lom a canceled claim, 

C'aim 5 has been ainended to ^.^y^ouA Aom afuendcd claim . , 

t'laim 10 has been i'rcnacd to ciar fy tiie invention. 

No n«w matter has been added by way of tlie above-amendment 



I. Issaes llBder 35 U.S.C S 182 aad §163 
The foilo\v]ag rejections are pending: 

A. Claims 1, 4-6 and 9-10 arc rejected under 35 USC. § 102(b) as 
anticipated by or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as obvious 
over Shmchi et al. (JF Pub. 2000/1 10077 hereinaSer. "SchuicM'^); 

B. Claims 2, 7 arid 8 are rejected 35 U.S.C. § 1 03(a) as bemg impatentablc 
over Sbuichi and Hiromitsn et al (JP Pub. 2002/371474 hcfeinaften 
"Hiromitsn")j and 
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Au^mmmi iiated May 9, 2007 

Reply to OStce Actir^n of Jaauaij 16, 2(50? 



&ii.iiUii sr. view Oi Jroshietd. {> iUU* UMoS} re^eii^ikKr jL-o ii"") 

A.pplicanis respectfully txsscrsc Rejection (A>, Rejcctfon (B) Kid Rejection ^C) 
In WQw o^nio act fh-il cla.ir. 1 b^febeen anicnded *o lectc 'hs sibsect ni^ . 1 t^.'^.i J 
{a c aim rot Cvir-o ^ .ro 'a^c ^Cia*^ r ^ i Rejection \\} rrs Vei '•eniC't-a rno: W t 
roH d.i^^sb ' e ^J^ ^ !t \v on 's a bacvtiop %r the Ircuss^on vhun 

To. o\V!> OD lie n?-v,''itAoie d.i,tink.^ions oemce:i ihe present .n^eiition ard the coi^bintnion of 
Shuichi ^d; Hii^smitsH and the patentsble distinctions between the present iiiveiition mid the 
combmatidn of SimieM and Hiroshi. 

PAJdvmt&^es of the Present Invention : 

The present composition ;.oiif iscs ^ \n ^ uir )out;nti. 

(a) s nonioric surLctafit i. c^taimng i to 3 polyoxyalkyieje groups navmg tJie 
nunber average addition moi number of the oxyalkyiene group of 50 to 200 ard 1 to 
3 nydroc^bon groups having 14 to 32 carbon atoms and havrng m HLB of 16 or 
more and a melting pouit of 30 to SO'^Cl 

(b) an ammo-modified Silicone compound. 

'^f '! ^ t s K ea Iro'p A te n^^ry m^ixst m wbxh ^ne or t\'Vo 
gioups o he tVet g-oiips bordcd to a n.tiogen a.oi-n of tne tertiary amine is. arc a 
nydrocaibon ^up having 10 to 20 carbon atoms and the remainder grojip(s> is/are a 
li>drocart5on group which has 1 to 3 carbor atoms and may be substitiUed with a 
hvdroxv group, acid sa^t thereof and a auatemary product thereof, and 

Qx I. 1 pou d H Ci^iv a t; .j^^e Piolecular ^weight of 2000 

or more ^e^iCRiaing componeiu (a) and component (b)). 
jFurihem o-e, the present composition is defined by the relati^^/e ^tioj, of said components as 
follows: 

i) component i&Vtht component (b) of 4 1 to 1 4 

ii) componerit (a) /the componem (c) of 2Q/I to 1/1, 
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Aniendsiient <Jated May 9, 2007 

Reply to Omce Acfem of ^amsary U, 2007 

\h} [component (a) -^ component (b)]/ [coisponerii (c) f coii^ponent (d) ] of 95 5 to 

80/20. 

The prt-^er* .Tna\t\)" . ^ ti^o" x Kl treat a^t.. n^n ^ o.i : u re>^t re^ 

manual su^t^^if npe-.nv>i-s [x%m'"'' '■^x jsc oi me auEomaLc chaigL pi>i., iio^> uc 

tenseaei^ .l. < s>roKe fed to the ioi^c'i to clothes and ssippiesses the fonr.\n» \ nk^es 
Vhe pr^sc^it unenaon Aso provides s fibex product treatmg sgetit compobn.os^ ttidt caii xnier 
impart water alisorbrng property to clothes. 

Ihe claimed composition can provide treated clothes with uiiexpected advantages m a 
model aie tenseness and a comfortable feel to tlie touch Such advantages cai^'t be obti^med in 
coj^-vent.e ' t i - < no ita rhe- 

^^ i 1 t^cv' rbi !iy to inpdu moderate tenseness to the treatea f^ber product, the 
present i^o s .ir\c found that the presesce of component (d) m the composition is an 
rnportart actor Actuail>, component (a) serves to impart tenseness, ho\\ever, the tenseness 
improves with component (d). 

3> choosng tilt spevillc n n,ovjz ?ur*ac*?.it (comoo'-er* (a)) cftho pic^e.it 'n^cntiOn 
rot only i'^ tH inventive co. iposi ton smpa^ting ten»en«ss, ^ &o -""^er product is g.ven an 
ongmal fee^ to t»ic toucl. It was i,iupnsuig]y found that *hc t^-iisentss improves by scttmg a high 
ire.ting po-nt and the SDecifiea MLB valut of component (a). Also, tlie tenseness improves by 
majntainmg the relalive ratio of component (a) and component (b) m the ratio de%ied (a) / (b) = 
4/1 to 1/4. 

In addition^ tiie o\eraIi advantapes of the mventne compostiion are more strengthenec 
\vhenthc-""atiOiskepno ^.'a) (h? ' 'vi- J -^"^ Si> '''' .rnist, 

It :s respectfu'lv &iiiinvtted that these auvantago, are anexpertvd when ^oi sac.'^g 
teachirgs of ihe cited art This fact is discussed m more detad below 
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Ap|:.lic-aiicJ!i No. ! O'Sfi?.;^ 7 

ArfiCiichnciit ■.iiEi:id M,3.v 9. 200 7 

Rv:piy to Oifscc Acfion o!" Jauijar/ 16, imi 



SgcMNo,: M23-1246PUS1 



I B. Pmeniabie distinc tions between ihe prese nt imention oM the teachin gs of Shuichi, 
Hiromtsu mid Hiroshi 

Shuichi is the main reference in both Rejection (B) and Rejection (('j, so begin our 
disciission tbcusMng on ihi? reference. Shuichi relates to a liquid fiinsh cojnposiiion for a textile 
product capable of iaiparting soitness ami having an excellexit restorabiiity m low-temperamre 
storage, especially freezing weather. However, the composition of Shuichi is distinct fmm thai 
which is presently claimed. 

The present hiventioti conlaias the following compoaests; 
(a) noiiionic surfactant 

A0==^ 50 to 200 moles, 
carbon atoms of alkyl groi^ 14 to 32, 
HLB 16 or more, 
Melting point 30 to SO^C; 
Xh) Amijio-modified silicone; 

(c) The specified tertiar>' amine, salts thereof, quaternary aniiDomum coEnpoinid (as 

recited in claim 2); and 

(d) Pol>iner compoimd. 

The Examiner alleges that the following components of Shuichi equate to eomponents 
(a)-(c) of tlie present invention as follows: 

(C) Nomonic .wfactant {tlie Examiner equates with inventive component (a)) 

AO - 15 io 150 moles 

carbon atoms of alkyj group ^ to 22 

(A) Polvctht^r-moditied Silicone, amino-modified silicone, amino-modified silicone, 

annno/polyciher-moditled sihcone (the Examiner equates with inventive 
component (b)) 

(B) A tertisjy amme, salts thereof; quaternary compouiid (the Examiner equates with 

iiiventi ve component (c)) 
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/.ppij.^iR.iiN,') ^^:7 Docket No.. 0425- l246?USi 

Anietsdiaeiit dated Mav 9, :jmJ 

Reply orf:.>- -Vr,o->'Mj,nua!y ■<> h^P 

it is noted thai the silicone compound is used for imparting .soilness in both of the present 
invention and the cited document, and tlie ajuine compound is used for imparting sotbiess by 
itself md improviBg absorption of the silicone compotind. 

Shtiichi discloses a liquid Onish cotsposition for a texUlc product having an excellent 
rcstorabibtv in iou -tcfrspuatiia- storage, especially sn treezmg. To mipro\ e the e-mulsioii stability 
of tiie finish composition, Shuiciii uses a nonionic surfactajn as a stabilizer for improving 
emulsion stability of finish composition. However, Shuichi is silent on the specific 
characteristics of the nonionic surfactant. 

Applicants respectfully sabrait tliat the artisan would not be directed to use the inventive 
coirsponcns (a) haviug :i mdnng nomi as hit'h a? 3V'C \n view o^^thc rcciKivnjcr: ies Sh.;ich>'s 
nonionic suriactani; to stabs l;/e the tmuUion. The artisasi would understand that a high surface 
activity is demanded foj rinpro\ emulsion stability. However, a nonionic surfactant having a 
high melting point (snch as presently claimed) becomes a solid and decreases the surface activity 
at low temperatures. Shiiichi shows emulsion stability at a low temperature which would not be 
possible if the melting point of the nonionic surfactant is too high. Therefore, the inventive 
component (a) havir.g an MP of at least 30*0 would not be desired based on the teachings of 
Shmchi. 

Funhennore, it is common in the state of art that the ratio oftlie nonionic surfactant 
is low to the silicone, and that the silicone aiid the amine compound are principal 
components which is distinct from the inventive ratios i) component (a) /the component (c) 
of 20/1 to 1/1. and ii) ["cotnponent (a) + component (b)|/ [component fc) + component (d)] of 
95/5 to 80/20. 

in view 01 the difference in the prt)pcrt50>s and teehmcai concept oi the ijinuonic 
snndciiini u&ed us component (a) of the preseni invention v,nh that ustd by Shuichj, siK^itlcant 
patentable distinctions exist bet^veen the present invention and the teachingsii of Shujchi. 

Fmthennore, she teachings of Hiromitsa and Hiroshi fail to cure the deficiencies of 
Shuichi. As such, withdrawal of Rejection (B) and Rejection (C) is respect a:H\ leciuesied. 

In View of the above amendment, applicant believes the penduiij application is in 
condition for allowance. 
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VpjK .f \o 1> c Docket No G42vi246PUSl 

Atnemmcnt Gated Mav v. 2iKi / 
Reply ti." \ai^n^ f nvi v f 200? 

ShoLid tliesc b>. auy outsiaiicluig maitcr that need to be resoHed :n the present 
application, the Fxammer is respectfully requested io contact (saith M Dahlen, ?h.D., Esq., Reg, 
No 43.*^ he titnlu^ne tmntber of the r'^dcrs^ercd belov% \^ v rduct an irier%iew m an 
effort to oxDoduc 7'osccatKm n ii.ecUo'-i > ^.^ r'^e^ont ■^pol^i'-a^io" 

n{.cc^i.a-^>, CoxtJir.iSbSonv,. is 1 w •>\ c.^ii< n 'x o " t s. o^c Tcnt, aiid future replies 
to charge D*'vT:ca* or c ^.dit aiy overpa>int.nt to Dvposu \>.tOun* No 02-2448 for any additional 
ies 'eqs irdcr ^7 C F R 1 l6orl 14, particulaiiy. t xre^'s o''t.me fees 

Da.td y a> *-\ 2007 Respectful!^ suDinitted, 

Joki W Ba^kY' " 
Registialiou \o 3J::.88 1 

BIRCH, STiiWART, KOLASCH & BIRCH, LLP 
SIlOGateiioiiseRdad 
Suite 1 00 East 
P.O. Box 747 

Fails tli.r^h, \ .rg.nia 22040-0747 

(7O3)205-.8O0O 

Attorney for Apphcant 
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